Nutrition support billing practices: results of a nationwide survey and responses from the Health Care Financing Administration.
In response to numerous changes in reimbursement for physician services, a survey was conducted of physician directors of nutrition support services to obtain information about current physician billing practices and reimbursement for nutrition support. Demographic data were obtained concerning the type of practice and institution, percent of time and income derived from nutrition support, and the source of individual billing practices. Responses to six clinical scenarios provided information about billing practices. The responses were collated, analyzed, and then compared with those of a senior official at the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA). This report summarizes the results of the survey and the responses from HCFA. It is hoped that this information will be useful to nutrition support practitioners and administrators in understanding various aspects of billing for physician services for nutrition support.